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Quin was not a very skilful singer, but he had a bass voice " very strong and exceeding trolling." Some of his friends brought him into the company of the Protector, " who loved a good voice, and instrumental music well/' Cromwell " heard him sing with very great delight, liquored him with sack, and in conclusion said, ' Mr. Quin, you have done well; what shall I do for you ? ' To which Quin made answer, with great compliments, that his Highness would be pleased to restore him to his student's place, which he did accordingly/'
A few other notices of the Protector's personal habits may be gleaned from contemporary sources. In his diet his tastes were very simple; according to a contemporary pamphleteer, it was " spare and not curious "; no " French quelquechoses " were to be found on his table, but plain, substantial dishes. His ordinary drink, according to the same authority, consisted of "a very small ale " known by the name of "Morning Dew." He also drank freely a light wine which his physicians had recommended to him as good for his health.
In dress Cromwell's tastes were marked by the same simplicity. When he expelled the Long Parliament in 1653, he was wearing "plain black clothes with grey worsted stockings." At his installation in the following December he had on <c a plain black suit and cloak," though a few weeks later when he was entertained by the Lord Mayor he wore "a musk colour suit and coat richly embroidered with gold." When Protector, his dress was naturally more sumptuous than it had been before, and Sir